Jul 20 05 12:49p bioarraa solutions 9082260800 p. 2 



REMARKS 

Claims 47 to 50 and nevly added claim 55 are pending, claims 5 L to 54 having 
been canceled. The Examiner rejected claims 47 to 50 under Section 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Okano, which thu Examiner has discussed on page 2 of the Office Action. 
Okano does not disclose any of the following, as recited in amended claim 47: 

several discrete hydropHlic regions on a planar surface, the hydrophilic regions 
being separated from other hydrophilic regions by a hydrophobic region, wherein 
the hydrophilic regions ire designed to accommodate a chip having a hydrophilic 
surface and a surface opposed thereto with an array of particles deposited thereon 

That is, there are not "several discrete hydrophilic regions on a planar surface ... 
separated from other hydrophilic regions by a hydrophobic region," as, at most, there is 
only one hydrophilic region and one hydrophobic region in Okano. Also, the hydrophilic 
region in Okano is not "on a plaiar surface" but rather, is an angled perimeter sloping 
towards a planar surface. And, moreover, the sloping hydrophilic regions in Okano are 
not "designed to accommodate a chip," and such a chip (as in the claim) is not mentioned 
or suggested therein. 

Claims 47 to 54 werere jected under Section 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Wagner et al., which the Exam ner has discussed on page 3 of the Office Action. Wagner 
does not disclose that the "hydiophilic regions are designed to accommodate a chip 
having a hydrophilic surface ar d a surface opposed thereto with an array of particles 
deposited thereon . . as in cla m 47, No such chip is discussed in Wagner, which relates 
to a silicon substrate with patches thereon on which proteins may be immobilized. 

In conclusion, all rejections have been overcome, and allowance is respectfully 
requested. 
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